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TREE FARM PROGRAM 
SINCE WORLD WAR II 
By J. C. McCLELLAN 
Chief Forester, American Forest Products Industries, Inc. 
THE origin of the term "Tree Farm" is somewhat 
indefinite. The earliest use of the term that I have 
been able to find was by Stewart H. Holbrook. He 
used it in an editorial reference to the enactment of 
the Oregon Forest Fee and Yield Tax in 1929 which 
he said "would assure the tree farmer, that is the log-
ging operator." Col. W. B. Greeley used it as the 
title of an article in Nations Business in September, 
1931, under the heading "The Tree Farmer Gets a 
Chance." Gifford Pinchot also used it in a letter con-
testing a political controversy in which he said "Wood 
is a crop; Forestry is Tree Farming." 
Regardless of who first coined the term, the 
"Clemons Tree Farm" was the only forest land unit 
in the whole wide world to bear the term in 1941. 
From that one 120,000-acre tract has developed the 
American Tree Farm System which now embraces 
some 7,000 farms with more than 37 million acres in 
38 states. 
The plain meaning of these figures is that one acre 
out of every ten acres of the privately-owned com-
mercial forest land in the United States is now offi-
cially under permanent forest management standards 
and an inspection force of technical foresters. This is 
the forest industry sponsored American Tree Farm 
System. It is in its early teens and growing gigan-
tically month by month-a modem and scientific Paul 
Bunyan at work in the woodlands of American private 
enterprise. Last year it added more than 3,500,000 
acres. In 1955 we anticipate the addition of at least 
5,000,000 acres. 
What are the forces of this amazingly popular 
movement among tree-land owners, both large and 
small? What makes them move? What are they mov-
ing? 
The prime mover is popular demand for wood pro-
ducts. This is exemplified in the U. S. Department of 
Commerce estimates that 1955's new construction 
will be 7 per cent above the dollar volume of 1954. 
Church building will rise 15 per cent, school con-
struction 16 per cent, say the forecasts. Even farm 
building, while slipping a bit, is slated to tum in 
$1,450,000,000. Remember that wood remains Ameri-
ca's basic building material. Wood grows on trees. 
Lumber keeps its crown in the realm of forests pro-
ducts. The demands of the people for more paper and 
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wood pulp products soars above the rate of popula-
tion growth. Plywood and scores of forest-fiber boards 
are sold today by mail and in the dime stores. Cedar 
shingles and shakes shine in love's young dreams. And 
folks yet go for furniture that is wood all the way 
through, even to the thread of rayon in the upholstery! 
Lingerie is a tree farm harvest today! 
Timber is a crop that grows on tree farms, and the 
harvest is homes. The harvest is also home furnish-
ings and lawn and garden fertilizers, schools and 
barns, churches and taverns, desks and pews and bars, 
airplane panels and mine props, libraries and books, 
periodicals and newspapers to stock shelves and read-
ing rooms, and milking parlors and loafing sheds for 
Mrs. Cow, foster-mother of the human race. Things 
by the thousands come from down on the tree farms. 
The American Tree Farm System actually had its 
birth in 1940 when foresters of the Weyerhaeuser 
Timber Company, after studying 30 years of fire pro-
tection on their forest land near Montesano, Washing-
ton, decided that if they were to grow a new crop of 
trees on their logged-over area of 120,000 acres, the 
project would be successful only if fire losses were 
held to less than one quarter of one per cent of the 
area per year. 
The foresters took their problem to the local county 
editor and asked him what he thought could be done 
in the way of publicity to help solve their problem. 
He suggested that if the foresters wanted public sup-
port for timber growing they should call it "Tree 
Farming." His thesis was that the public would under-
stand the term "Tree Farm" because it implied grow-
ing timber as a crop. Many of the foresters were skep-
tical, but they listened to the pleading of the county 
editor and named their forest property the Clemons 
Tree Farm. 
As it turned out this was a very happy idea. More 
applied forest management has been put into prac-
tice since the adoption of the Tree Farm program 
than occurred in the preceding hundred years. Public 
propagandists call forestry "conservation" or "reforest-
ation." Foresters call it "silviculture," "forest manage-
ment" or "susained yield." But "Tree Farming" implies 
the idea of growing and harvesting trees as a crop. It 
is a term the general public can understand. 
Publicity given the Clemons Tree Farm attracted 
such favorable nationwide attention that in November, 
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1941, the National Lumber Manufacturers Association 
decided to invite and sponsor a nationwide Tree Farm 
Movement to encourage not only the protection but 
also the permanent productive use of private forest 
lands through what was then its subsidiary organiza-
tion American Forest Products Industries. Since the 
spring of 1946, incidentally, American Forest Products 
Industries has been an independent, non-profit, edu-
cational organization supported by all the forest in-
dustries. 
After consideration by the Forest Conservation 
Committee of the National Lumber Manufacturers 
Association the following definition of a Tree Farm 
was approved by the Board of Directors of the or-
ganization on November 11, 1941. 
"Timber is a crop." 
"A Tree Farm is an area dedicated to the growing 
of forest crops for commercial purposes, protected 
and managed for continuous production. 
"The owner of a Tree Farm will: 
1. Assure his willingness to use the land under his 
control for the production of forest crops; 
2. Provide reasonable protection from fire, insects, 
and disease, and from damage by excessive graz-
ing; 
3. Harvest forest crops from his Tree Farm in a 
manner which will assure future crops; 
4. Furnish information when requested concerning 
the progress of his Tree Farm." 
The board of Directors recommends that American 
Forest Products Industries invite its forest industry 
groups and other organizations and individuals to join 
in furthering the continuous production of forest 
crops through the acceptance and registration of com-
mercial Tree Farms, and that it make available a cer-
tificate and insignia suitable for use on signs, desig-
nating the area registered as a Tree Farm. 
Under AFPI leadership the acreage in the American 
Tree Farm System has more than tripled since the end 
of World War II while the number of Tree Farmers 
has increased nearly seven fold. At the close of the 
war only eleven states had Tree Farm programs. By 
the end of the current year only Utah, Nebraska, Kan-
sas, Oklahoma, Indiana, New York and Delaware will 
not be enrolled in the American Tree Farm System. 
Of these at least two and possibly four states will ini-
tiate programs in 1956. 
Tree Farm progress has been fairly steady since 
World War II but the program just began to roll last 
year when nearly all the states programs were reor-
ganized under industry leadership and the services of 
industry foresters were solicited in the inspection of 
tree farms. Heretofore most of the inspection work 
had been handled by the state forestry agencies. To-
day, in addition to state forestry personnel, nearly 500 
private foresters are inspecting woodlands and sub-
mitting their inspections to state Tree Farm Com-
mittees of 5-11 leading foresters who carefully con-
sider each inspection record in open meeting. They 
decide whether or not the applicant is a Tree Farmer 
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and therefore worthy of certification. Tree farms are 
certified on the basis of performance not promises. 
Applicants who fail to meet Tree Farm standards are 
advised of the steps necessary to qualify their lands 
as Tree Farms. 
Contrary to what might be expected the accelera-
tion of the program has been accompanied by a rais-
ing of standards and a closer look at all inspection 
records. Meanwhile Tree Farms certified three or 
more years ago are being reinspected as fast as pos-
sible. Some states have reinspected all their Tree 
Farms one or more times. 
In the early days of the program some properties 
were certified which were not up to standard. This 
was to be expected in the early enthusiasm which 
swept the country. Such properties, however, have 
now been dropped from the program and today high 
standards are universally maintained. Occasionally, 
however, some tree farmers go astray and the can-
cellation of their certificates is necessary. To date 
more than 1,000,000 acres have been dropped from the 
program either due to change of ownership or failure 
to maintain acceptable Tree Farm standards. 
At our annual meeting last fall the trustees of Ameri-
can Forest Products Industries adopted the following 
statement of "Principles of American Tree Farms." 
"A Tree Farm is an area of privately-owned, 
tax-paying forest land dedicated by its owner 
to the growing and harvesting of repeated 
forest crops." 
The American Tree Farm System is sponsored na-
tionally by the American Forest Products Industries, 
Inc., and operates at the state level under local spon-
sorship. The local sponsors establish the specific re-
quirements for Tree Farm certification applying to its 
state or region. 
The American Tree Farm program gives public 
recognition to those private timberland owners who 
are doing outstanding jobs in the manangement of 
their forest lands, thereby encouraging others to do 
likewise. The basic aim of the American Tree Farm 
System is to place more woodland under manage-
ment practices that will bring continuing benefits to 
the owner and produce more and better forest pro-
ducts and services for the American people. 
In determining a woodland owner's eligibility for 
certification in the American Tree Farm System the 
following points are considered: 
The woodland owner must have demonstrated both 
the desire and ability to protect his trees from fire, 
insects, disease and destructive grazing. This means 
full compliance with all local fire laws and coopera-
tion with governmental forestry departments in fire 
prevention and control measures. 
Forest protection practices which may also indicate 
a woodland owner's interest in this phase of Tree 
Farming include: construction of fire lanes; re-
moval of high hazards such as snags, dead trees and 
logging leftovers; maintenance of forest fire fighting 
equipment and participation in organized community 
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forest fire fighting and fire prevention units; efforts 
to eliminate destructive grazing; and programs pro-
viding for the systematic removal of over-age, diseased 
or insect-infested trees. 
The landowner must have timberland which is 
permanently dedicated to the growing and harvesting 
of repeated tree crops. 
Forest plantations may be certified as well as natural 
stands, where they are established for the purpose of 
growing hand harvesting forest products. 
Tree Farmers are encouraged to utilize their tim-
berlands for recreation, watershed protection, hunt-
ing and fishing . In every case, however, tree growing 
and harvesting must be a major use of the land. 
In harvesting trees, a woodland owner must fol-
low cutting practices that will tend to improve the 
growth of the timber stand. Cutting practices differ 
from area to area depending on stand conditions and 
type of timber being harvested. Clear-cutting of mer-
chantable trees is recognized as good foresh·y for 
some type of stand conditions. However, an owner 
who clear-cuts must retain title to his lands after the 
harvest and see to it that satisfactory reproduction is 
assured, either from natural seeding or planting. 
Before a woodland may be certified in the American 
Tree Farm System it must be inspected by a qualified 
forester who reports to the local sponsoring organiza-
tion . 
To maintain consistently high management stand-
ards, all woodlands certified are reinspected periodi-
cally. A landowner must agree to these inspections. 
The Tree Farmer also agrees to furnish the sponsor-
ing agency information about his Tree Farm when-
ever it is requested. 
Before certiflcation is made, inspection reports on 
each forest property will be carefully considered by a 
Tree Farm committee representing the sponsoring 
organization. This committee will also consider peri-
odic reinspection reports on all Tree F arms and those 
Tree Farmers failing to maintain high standards of 
forestry practice will have their certiflcates cancelled. 
When a property is approved for certification, the 
Tree Farm owner will receive a certiflcate executed 
by the local sponsors and a diamond-shaped, green 
and white sign denoting his membership in the 
American Tree Farm System." 
With more than four and a quarter million timber-
land owners in the United States ' ve still have a long 
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ways to go with the American Tree Farm System. On 
the other hand it is undoubtedly the fastest growing 
forestry program in the nation and we should easily 
pass the 50,000,000 acre mark in 1957. The program 
is as American as pumpkin pie and represents free en-
terprise at its very best. How can it fail to lead the 
way toward the better protection and management 
of all plivately-owned forest lands? The forest in-
dustries of the United States are b etting their future 
that it will. 
Ph oto by Fohiun Bachrach 
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